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MORE POSERS
Nowadays Gandhiji hardly enters into discussions on
academic questions, if only for the reason that he has
very little time for this. But in Peshawar, where he saw so
many new faces and where though he had not the health
he had some time back, he answered questions of a more
or less academic character. Take the following from a
professor: "How is it,'5 he asked, "that many of the
English pacifists are talking of defence and elaborate plans
of defence?" And, "May it not be possible to carry
pacifism too far? Supposing Abyssinia had simply non-
resisted and said to Italy, ' Do your worst/ would the
Italians have been ashamed and desisted from their design?
Lansbury said they would."
"I shall take up the Abyssinian question first, " said
Gandhiji. "I can answer it only in terms of active, resistant
non-violence. Now non-violence is the actiyest force on
earth, and it is my conviction that it never fails. But if the
Abyssinians had adopted the attitude of non-violence of
the strong, i.e., the non-violence which breaks to pieces
but never bends, Mussolini would have had no interest
in Abyssinia. Thus if they had simply said: 'You are
welcome to reduce us to dust or ashes, but you will not find
one Abyssinian ready to co-operate with you,J what could
Mussolini have done? He did not want a desert. Musso-
lini wanted submission and not defiance, and if he had met
with the quiet, dignified and non-violent defiance that I
have described, he would certainly have been obliged to
retire. Of course, it is open to anyone to say that human
nature has not been known to rise to such height. But if
we have made unexpected progress in physical sciences,
why may we do less in the science of the soul?
" Now about the English pacifists. I know there are
some great and sincere men amongst them, but they are
thinking in terms of pacifism as distinguished from unadul-
terated non-violence. I am essentially a non-violent man,
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